
ALS Research Group
Proposed Publication Guidelines

Goals:
1. To encourage publication of data generated through ALSRG activities.
2. To ensure that authorships represents in an equitable manner the contributions of those who

were responsible for designing the study, writing the manuscript, and editing the manuscript.
3. To avoid financial and ethical conflicts of interest, or the appearance of such conflicts.

Guidelines:
1. All manuscripts must acknowledge support from the study sponsor(s).
2. Authors must follow all guidelines established between ALSRG and a particular sponsor

regarding such issues as prior notification and review, if applicable. 
3. Manuscripts submitted for peer review which present and discuss data collected as part of an

ALSRG study should either acknowledge the ALSRG as author, with the participating
investigators in a footnote/appendix (principal investigator listed first, then co-principal
investigator(s), then a listing of other contributors by alphabetical order of their institutions),
or list the participating investigators in the following order: the primary author, who will
most often be the principal investigator of the study, the co-principal investigator(s), the
ALSRG investigators who contributed in a meaningful way to the writing or editing of the
manuscript in descending order of their contribution, and the words “and the ALS Research
Group” in the by-line, with a footnote/appendix listing the participating investigators for that
study in alphabetical order by institution.  The primary biostatistician should appear among
the authors.  Clinical evaluators and research coordinators should be included in the author
list, if their contributions to the manuscript warrant, or in the listing of participating
investigators.  

4. All manuscripts intended for submission for peer review and publication should be circulated
to all members of the ALSRG for review and comment prior to submission.  Members will
have 30 days to submit comments.  The final content of the manuscript is to be determined
by the primary author.

5. The authorship of publications resulting from committees/working groups of the ALSRG
should include all who have made intellectual contributions to the work, including
biostatisticians, coordinators and consultants.  The ALSRG as a group should be last author
on these papers.

6. Individual members of the ALSRG may be asked to write reviews or chapters based at least
in part on data arising from ALSRG studies. Any such data should be appropriately
referenced to the peer-reviewed publication from which it was derived.  

7. Any member of the ALSRG may request the raw data from an ALSRG study in database
format.  However, before that member submits a paper based on those data, he or she must
submit a proposal, including proposed authorship, to the principal investigator and co-
principal investigator(s) of that study.

8. Any member of the ALSRG may analyze independently the data generated in the course of
an ALSRG study at their institution, and to publish such an analysis without acknowledging
the entire group as authors.

9. These authorship guidelines apply to abstracts as well as manuscripts.


